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Evangelists have a brief message for Fred Phelps, the famous Kansas pas-
tor who travels around the country with his big sign, “God Hates Fags.”
Apparently, he plans to visit Philadelphia this week.

We say: “Please stay home.”

Phelps’ sign and message are flatly unbiblical. God does not hate leshians
and homosexuals. God loves them. Perhaps the most oft-quoted text in the
entire Bible makes that perfectly clear: “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God loves the world in all its pain and
brokenness.

It is true that the Bible teaches that God’s will for sexual intercourse is
within a life-long marriage covenant between a man and a woman. But God
does not hate those who violate God’s standards (95 percent of whom are
heterosexuals). God loves us even in our weakness and failure.

Nowhere is that clearer than in the story of Jesus and the woman caught in
adultery. The harsh leaders who dragged her to Jesus wanted Jesus to con-
demn her to death. (That was the prevailing legal punishment.) But Jesus
gently loved her, shaming her accusers into guiltily slipping away. Left
alone with her, Jesus gently said: “Neither do | condemn you; go now and
sin no more” (John 8:11). The moral norm was clear, but Jesus’ overflowing
love was the central message.

So many contemporary Christians lack Jesus’ balance. Rather than shout-
ing the unbiblical, heretical message that “God hates fags,” biblical
Christians ought to take the lead in condemning gay-bashing. We ought to
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be in the forefront of condemning and ending the physical violence that gay
Americans still sometimes experience. We ought to lead the insistence that
gay partners have the right to choose to inherit each other’s property, visit
each other in the hospital, etc.

That does not mean that we must or should redefine marriage in public
law. Virtually all civilizations for millennia have said marriage is between a
man and a woman. There are still good reasons for that. But maintaining
and defending that ancient wisdom should go hand in hand with an active
love for gays and lesbians.

Interestingly, few evangelicals have done that better than Jerry Falwell’s
former vice president, Ed Dobson. A headline in Christianity Today, evan-
gelicalism’s most prestigious magazine, says it all: “Ed Dobson loves homo-
sexuals.”

Dobson pastors the largest evangelical congregation in Grand Rapids,
Mich. When a grieving mother asked Dobson to visit her son who was
dying of AIDS, Dobson and his church cared for him until he died. Then
Dobson visited the local AIDS Resource Center, asking how he could help.
At first, the director was shocked that the pastor of the largest evangelical
church cared about people with AIDS. But Dobson’s church started working
closely with people at the center and welcomed them to their church. Hate
letters poured in, warning that the church would be “overrun with homosex-
uals.” Dobson replied the following Sunday in his sermon: “When | die, if
someone stands up and says, ‘Ed Dobson loved homosexuals,” then | will
have accomplished something with my life.”

A little later, an astonishing editorial appeared in the local gay and lesbian
newsletter. The article acknowledged that Dobson and his congregation con-
sidered gay practice to be sinful, but then thanked the church for their love
and support.

Sadly, Dobson is right that Christians are “often better at hating than at
loving.” But the Bible calls us to do just the reverse.

This week, as the gay Equality Forum holds its week of events, most
evangelicals want dialogue and love, not attacks and hate. Precisely because
we seek to hold fast to all biblical standards, we reject Fred Phelps’ hateful
slogans.
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