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It’s not that Zach Osborne doesn’t fully understand the horror of what hap-
pened to his younger sister in 1992.

Sure, he was only 6 when his 4-year-old sister, Natalie, was brutally raped
and murdered. And yes, his family largely shielded him from the gory details.

But Osborne, of Jamestown, is 19 now – a grown man – and he knows the
truth.

He’s read newspaper stories and court transcripts describing how their moth-
er’s then-boyfriend, Jeff Kandies, abducted Natalie from her Asheboro home
and raped her.

How he killed her by striking her head repeatedly with a blunt object.
How he stuffed her limp body into a couple of trash bags and put her in a

closet, like some worthless rag doll bound for the thrift shop.
And how, for three days, he denied any knowledge of Natalie’s disappear-

ance, before finally leading law enforcement authorities to her body and telling
another lie – that he had accidentally killed Natalie when he ran over her with
his truck.

Osborne knows all that.
And yet a couple of years ago – during the height of the usually angst-ridden

teenage years, no less – Osborne found in his heart something he never expect-
ed to find.

Something his and Natalie’s parents have not found.
Something the state of North Carolina – which has every intention of execut-

ing Kandies – has not found.
Osborne found the power to forgive his sister’s murderer.
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TRAGIC DISCOVERY
Osborne, a rising sophomore at East Carolina University, made national

headlines this past week when he won a $5,000 college scholarship sponsored
by a group of death-row inmates from around the country.

As he discussed the scholarship, which he’ll use to pursue a criminal-justice
degree, Osborne spoke candidly about Natalie, the cheerful, brown-haired girl
whose photo he carries in his wallet to this day.

“We shared a room from about the time she was 2,” Osborne said. “We’d
fight over toys and stuff, but we were really close. We’d look out for each
other.”

The day Natalie died – April 20, 1992 – she had been sent to her room all day
for eating her brother’s Easter candy. He spent much of the afternoon playing
Nintendo.

That evening, Osborne’s mother, Patricia Craven, told him to call Natalie for
supper.

“I go in the room and she’s not in there,” Osborne said, “and the sliding
door’s open.”

The Asheboro Police Department came quickly, and Osborne remembers
officers asking him if he’d seen anybody. He described the last person he’d
seen that day – Jeff Kandies. Three days later, Kandies finally admitted killing
Natalie – accidentally, he said – and led police to her body in a closet at his
Randleman home. He denied raping her.

Police, a grand jury and a trial jury decided otherwise, however, and on April
20, 1994 – the two-year anniversary of Natalie’s death – the same jury that con-
victed Kandies sentenced him to die.

When Natalie died, Osborne remembers family members telling him only
that his little sister was “asleep forever.” They took him to view her body in the
casket, he said, “and I just said goodbye there. I didn’t go to the funeral.”

The rest of the story came to Osborne in bits and pieces – mostly from rela-
tives, he said.

“When I found out Jeff killed her, I was thinking, ‘You need to die,’ ” he
said. “I was really angry at him.”

AN EASTER EPIPHANY
For years, that bitterness festered inside Osborne. It wasn’t until a few years

ago, when he became active at Enterprise Moravian Church in Lexington, that
Osborne began to deal with his anger toward Kandies.

“I started going to church often and started reading the Bible more,” Osborne
said, “and God’s love is what helped me forgive him.”

Obviously, it wasn’t that simple. Osborne said it took him about a year to
reach the point of forgiveness.

“For a long time, I tried to forget about (Natalie’s murder) and act like it
never happened,” he said. “But every Easter – that’s when she was killed – that
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would remind me.”
One Easter Sunday, in particular, a sermon that focused entirely on forgive-

ness was too poignant to ignore, Osborne said.
“(The pastor) was talking about forgiveness and Jesus dying on the cross to

forgive our sins, and us forgiving others, and it all just tied in together,” he said.
“That’s when I really started thinking.”

Meanwhile, Osborne felt influence from an unlikely source – his high-school
track and cross-country career.

Before every meet, he said, his team would recite “The Lord’s Prayer,” and
the words became more than a mere ritual.

One passage, in particular, spoke to Osborne: “...as we forgive those who
trespass against us.”

The passage, which appears in Mark 6 in the Bible, goes on to say, “For if
you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also for-
give you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive
your sins.”

Those words weighed heavy on Osborne’s heart, he said, and he decided to
forgive Kandies.

“God doesn’t want you to be bitter and hold grudges against people,” he said.
“He wants you to be loving and caring and show compassion, and to always
forgive.”

Even if that means forgiving a convicted rapist and murderer on death row.

REACHING CLOSURE
Until this past week – when Osborne granted dozens of interviews about the

ironic scholarship he won from the death-row inmates – he had kept his for-
giveness of Kandies largely to himself.

He hadn’t even told Kandies.
But in his essay for the scholarship competition, Osborne wrote, “After many

long years of wasted fury, I have finally been able to forgive Jeff for his crime
against my family.”

Stephen Dear, executive director of People of Faith Against the Death
Penalty – who presented the award to Osborne – applauded the young man’s
compassion.

“This is a story about the process of healing,” Dear said. “Zach Osborne has
clearly undergone a long journey from fury to forgiveness.”

Osborne knows, however, that most of his family members have not made
that same journey.

Neither his mother, Patricia Craven, nor his father, Ed Osborne, has forgiven
Kandies, he said.

Nor does he necessarily expect them to.
“They have their own personal feelings, and I have mine,” Osborne said.
Osborne’s grandmother, Dot Osborne of Jamestown, said family members
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respect her grandson’s decision, even if they won’t forgive Kandies.
“It’s hard to forgive that kind of crime – he was so brutal to that baby,” she

said. “So they may not agree with Zach, but they still love him and support
him,” she said.

Despite his forgiveness of Kandies, Osborne said he supports the death
penalty – a statement that irks Kandies’ mother, Peggy Kandies.

“He said he had forgiven Jeff, but at the same time he said he wanted him
executed – that it was fair – but that doesn’t go with forgiveness,” she said,
adding that she still believes her son is innocent.

Osborne said it’s not an issue of his personal forgiveness, but of justice being
served for the crime Kandies committed.

He also said he would witness the execution if his mother asks him to accom-
pany her.

“She wants to see him die – she needs that closure – and she’s gonna need
somebody there with her,” he said.

Unlike his mother, though, Osborne doesn’t feel a need to see his sister’s
murderer die.

“I’ve already got closure,” he said. “That’s what forgiveness gives you.”
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